
While we prepare to start…

How to ask a question:

• Click the raise your hand button of the GoToWebinar toolbar. This will allow us to call 
on you and unmute your line to ask your question.

• Submit your question on the Questions tab of the GoToWebinar toolbar.

• Email elizabeth.dressel@state.mn.us.

A recording of the webinar and a copy of the slides will be posted on HHA website 
after the webinar concludes: https://headinghomealliance.com/weekly-provider-
webinar-materials/

Unfortunately, we will not be able to troubleshoot any audio issues you are having. 

mailto:elizabeth.dressel@state.mn.us
https://headinghomealliance.com/weekly-provider-webinar-materials/


Weekly Provider Webinar: 
Statewide Updates on COVID-19 and Homelessness

April 13, 2022



Agenda

Time Topic

1:00 – 1:05 Welcome and opening remarks

1:05 – 1:20 Updates from the State of Minnesota

1:20 –1:50 Discussion on transitional housing and transitional supportive housing

1:50 – 2:00 Questions and answers

2:00 Closing remarks and adjourn

Housing Stability for All Minnesotans | www.headinghomealliance.com 34/13/2022



Visit the Heading Home Alliance COVID-19 page

• Latest resources, guidance, and contact lists

• https://headinghomealliance.com/covid-19-response-and-resources-for-
homeless-service-providers/
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We need your help spreading the word

• For announcements about these calls, sign up for Minnesota Housing’s 
eNews

• http://www.mnhousing.gov/sites/np/enews

• Select “Topics and Issues for Providers Serving People Experiencing 
Homelessness”

• Please encourage your colleagues to do so!
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Reminders from partners

• ServeMinnesota is seeking your feedback on the Minnesota Shelter 
Emergency Staffing Pool. Seeking input from you even if you did not access 
this resource to help the team better understand how to meet your needs 
should this initiative re-start. 

• Complete the brief survey by April 15 - https://bit.ly/ServeMNSurvey

• Minnesota Coalition for the Homeless Free HVAC Assessment Program is 
offering free HVAC assessments to congregate sites focused serving people 
experiencing homelessness. 

• Complete your assessment request by April 17 - https://bit.ly/HVACAssessment
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State Emergency Staffing Pool

• The Emergency Staffing Pool through the Department of Human Services 
(DHS) is available again to support residential programs experiencing severe 
staffing shortages. 

• Settings must show that they have exhausted all other measure to identify 
staff and are in danger of closure or placing residents in situations with unsafe 
staffing levels. 

• If approved, temporary staff can be assigned to the program for up to 21 days. 

• Learn more at the DHS FAQ page - https://mn.gov/dhs/covid-staffing/

• Apply online - https://edocs.mn.gov/forms/DHS-6818-ENG
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Get involved in the work to advance justice

Justice Work Groups

• Join participants from across 
Minnesota, including leaders with 
lived experience of homelessness, to 
co-create operational definition of 
justice. All are welcome!

• Meeting 5 times on Fridays from 
10:00 am – noon

• April 29, May 6, May 20, June 3, and 
June 17. 

Community Conversations

• Open conversations for anyone to provide
input to and follow the progress of the 
Work Groups as they develop a unified, 
operational definitions of justice. 

• 3 opportunities to join:

• Friday, May 13 from 10:00 a.m. – noon

• Tuesday, May 24 from 6:30-8:30 p.m.

• Wednesday, June 22 from 1:00-2:00 p.m. on 
MICH weekly webinar 
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Governor's Advisory Council on 
Opioids, Substance Use, and Addiction

• Last week, the Governor signed Executive Order 22-07, launching a new 
interagency subcabinet and advisory council to combat the opioid epidemic. 
Read more about the announcement here.

• Minnesotans interested in serving on the Governor’s Advisory Council on 
Opioids, Substance Use, and Addiction should visit the Minnesota Secretary 
of State's website. Applicants are encouraged to include supporting 
materials, such as a resume, cover letter, or other materials detailing their 
relevant experiences.

• There are 15 open seats on the Advisory Council. Applications are due April 
28.
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Congressionally 
Directed Spending

aka “earmarks”

Office of U.S. Senator Tina Smith

April 13, 2022



Federal Budgeting 101

• Congress passes appropriations to fund government spending and 
operations

• “Appropriations Committee” develop initial budget legislation

• Bicameral process on parallel tracks

 Final budget then reconciled between the two chambers

• Oct. 1 – Sept. 30 fiscal year



Earmarks

• Earmarks attached to budget bill(s)

• Members of Congress petition Appropriations Committee to write earmarks 
into appropriation legislation.

• Sen. Smith seeking your earmark application to relay to the Appropriations 
Committee

• Limited to 1% of each appropriation “bucket”



Eligibility

• Nonprofits and government

• For shelter capital, look to THUD “Economic Development Initiative” 
account

 U.S.C. Title 42, Ch. 69, Sec. 5305

 Follow CDBG

• Acquisition, construction, rehabilitation



Words of advice

• Look to FY22 awards

 $100k - $3m range

• Demonstrate need & viability

• One-time funding

• Expectation management

 Finite amount of funding available

 Very uncertain timing

 BUT… lowest barrier application for government funding you’ll ever see



smith.senate.gov/CDS

Applications due this Friday at 5pm

Ben Ellgen, Housing & Banking Outreach Director

ben_ellgen@smith.senate.gov
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Soliciting your feedback about proposed new investments

• The Walz-Flanagan Budget to Move Minnesota 
Forward proposes investments over $1 billion 
over the next three years in housing stability.

• As the Legislature considers those proposals, we 
are seeking feedback from YOU and all 
stakeholders about how these investments can 
achieve the maximum impact.

• Weekly webinars will solicit your feedback about 
the proposals related to the topics listed in the 
table on the right. All times 1-2 pm Central.

• We greatly appreciate your help inviting other 
partners and stakeholders to these discussions!
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Date* Topic
April 6 Shelter, outreach, and crisis response

April 13 Transitional housing and 

transitional supportive housing

April 20 Health and behavioral health 

interventions

April 27 Homelessness prevention and 

economic assistance

May 4 Affordable and supportive housing

May 11 Ending Veteran homelessness

May 18 Summary of feedback

*Schedule subject to change as needs dictate

https://headinghomealliance.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Move-Minnesota-Forward-Housing-Stability-budget-Updated-March-2022.pdf


Let's hear from you...

• What unmet needs have you or your community identified for THP/TSP?

• How could new or existing resources be configured or arranged to better meet those unmet 
needs?

• What strategies can help develop or enhance culturally specific THP/TSP providers and 
programs?

• What is most important for a successful transition to permanent housing for participants 
enrolled in a THP/TSP program?

• What are the pros and cons of expanding the purposes of THP funds to support acquisition of 
site-based transitional housing (small site, duplexes/4-plexes, etc.)?

• What other issues with accessing existing THP/TSP resources could the State help to 
address?
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Questions and answers

• We will try to get to every question we 
can.

• Click the raise your hand button of the 
GoToWebinar toolbar. This will allow us to call on 
you and unmute your line to ask your question

• On the Questions tab of the GoToWebinar
toolbar

• Email elizabeth.dressel@state.mn.us
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Thank you!
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