
ESP-CR/CRF-ESP Frequently Asked Questions #2 

Questions received from 9/16/2020-9/30/2020 

1. QUESTION: Can COVID funds be used for utility deposits, in addition to first month’s rent and 

damage deposit, for individuals moving into housing?  

a. ANSWER: Yes, COVID funds may be used to pay utility deposits in addition to first 

month’s rent and a damage deposit.  

 

2. QUESTION: Can COVID funds be used to pay rent and/or utility arrears?  

a. ANSWER: Rent and utilities arrears may be eligible. Arrears can be paid if they are a 

barrier to an immediate housing opportunity. The review team will assess the level of 

the request and available funds. 

 

3. QUESTION: Can COVID funds be used for pet related deposits for hotel/motel stays and/or 

housing? 

a. ANSWER: Yes. If sheltering a pet is connected to supporting an individual to quarantine 

safely, COVID funds may be used for pet related deposits.  

 

ESP-CR/CRF-ESP Frequently Asked Questions #1 
Questions received from 9/1/2020-9/15/2020 

 

4. QUESTION: How do we apply for administrative expenses since the Budget Request Excel 

Document does not include a line item for these expenses? 

a. ANSWER: Administrative expenses should be added to the budget request and budget 

narrative for each budget category for which you are applying.  

 

5. QUESTION: Can our agency apply for re-imbursement of eligible expenses incurred prior to 

September 1st?  

a. ANSWER: Entities can apply for eligible expenses incurred prior to September 1st. These 

expenses should be entered into the “September” column of the Budget Request Excel 

Document (found on the Heading Home Alliance website) with detail explaining which 

month the expenses were incurred. Expenses should be detailed per month, per activity. 

If ESP-CV funds remain, eligible expenses incurred prior to September 1st will be 

considered for reimbursement.  

 

6. QUESTION: Can ESP-CV funds be used as a match for federal grants? 

a. ANSWER: Yes. ESP-CV funds can be used as a match for other federal grant funds.  

 

7. QUESTION: Can funds be used for hotel/motel isolation spaces for staff providing supportive 

services to eligible populations?  

a. ANSWER: Funding designated for isolation space can be used to pay for a staff person’s 

hotel/motel room expenses if the staff person has a “suspected or confirmed case of 

https://headinghomealliance.com/funding-resources-for-covid-response/


COVID-19.” Suspected is not formally defined, but at minimum a suspected case of 

COVID-19 would include: 

i. Someone who has been exposed and is experiencing symptoms of COVID, 

and/or 

ii. Someone who has enough concern about exposure that they have been tested 

and are waiting for results. 

 

8. QUESTION: Can ESP-CV funds be used to pay for storage containers for the belongings of people 

who move into hotel/motels from encampments? 

a. ANSWER: Yes. ESP-CV funds can be used to pay for temporary storage for the 

belongings of individuals/families transitioning from encampments to hotels/motels.  

 


