
Frequently Asked Questions #3  
Questions received from April 9 up to April 15, 2020: 

1. QUESTION: Can we submit a collaborative application with other providers? 
a. ANSWER: We anticipate eligible entities may need to establish additional agreements with 

service providers to deliver a response to COVID-19 needs. For example, if through 
coordination with other local entities it becomes clear it makes sense for one provider to 
act as the “holder” of funds that can be tapped into from other providers, that is allowable 
and supports local coordination.  

b. These funds will require some level of monitoring from the Office of Economic Opportunity 
(DHS) (i.e. fiscal review, specific source documentation, etc.). As such the eligible entity 
submitting the request (and “holder” of the funds) will be responsible for ensuring 
monitoring needs are accommodated.  
 

2. QUESTION: Are all congregate housing programs eligible?  
a. ANSWER: Housing programs must be both congregate and transitional housing to be eligible 

for these funds. A transitional housing program is eligible because the residents are 
considered “homeless” while living in the transitional housing program. A program must be 
congregate in a way where households cannot totally separate while still getting their basic 
needs met (for example, where participants are required to share a kitchen and/or 
bathroom), to be eligible.  

b. These funds are for individuals/families experiencing homelessness. For congregate facilities 
submitting a request for funds, eligibility criteria for the project must require homelessness 
status at entry.   

c. Other project proposal factors will be assessed to determine eligibility. 
 

3. QUESTION: Are these funds ONLY be used for people who have tested positive or been exposed 
to COVID-19.  
a. ANSWER: No. Because it is extremely difficult to contain the COVID-19 virus once it enters a 

congregate facility, DHS encourages providers to use these funds for precautionary 
measures to assist in adequate social distancing, hygiene/sanitation needs, and/or for 
staffing support to ensure greater adherence to the CDC guidance for congregate facilities. 
 

4. QUESTION: Are there any geographic restrictions on where participants are coming from to be 
served?  
a. ANSWER: No, there are no geographic restrictions limiting which participants are eligible for 

these funds. There are no geographic restrictions except that the applicant is an eligible 
entity (Tribal government, local unit of government or non-profit organization) based in 
Minnesota.  
  

5. QUESTION: Is there any way to know how much money (in total) has been distributed out of the 
COVID-19 Emergency Response Funds so far, and to see that on an ongoing basis?  
a. ANSWER: We plan to share the number of requests submitted, and the breakdown of 

requests per budget category (shelter capacity, hygiene supplies/sanitation, staffing), 
weekly. We intend to share these updates on the weekly Wednesday provider call 
coordinated by the Interagency Council on Homelessness. 
 



6. QUESTION: What if funds are not expended during the 30-day time frame for which they have 
been approved and awarded? 
a. ANSWER: Funds not spent within the 30-day timeframe will roll-over into the next 30-day 

funding cycle but must still be spent on approved COVID-19 specific needs. Funds must be 
expended by February 1, 2021, or until 60 days after expiration of the peacetime emergency 
declared by Governor Walz in an Executive Order that relates to the infectious disease 
known as COVID-19, whichever occurs first. Any funds not used by February 1, 2021 or 
within 60 days after the expiration of the peacetime emergency declared by the Governor 
will have to be returned to DHS. 
 


